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REMARKS 

1. ) Claim Status 

Claims 26-30, 33-35, 40, and 42 are pending In the application. Claims 36-39 
and 41 have been withdrawn from consideration. 

2. ) Claim Rejections- 35 U.S.C.§ 102(e) 

The Examiner rejected claims 26-30, 33-35, 40, and 42 under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by McCall et al. (US 6,321, 984B1). The Applicant 
contends that McCall '984 is disqualified as prior art because the present application 
is a continuing application from McCall "984 and the inventorship is the same. 

As noted by the Examiner on page 2 of the Office Action, the present 
application is a divisional of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/746,392, which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/542,178, which was a 
continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/255,472, now US 6,321,984, which 
was a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/026,634, now US 
6,112,981, which claimed benefit of the filing date of U.S. Provisional Application No. 
60/039,007, filed February 25, 1997. 

The Examiner reasoned that U.S. 6,321,984 could be used as prior art against 
the current application because the inventive entity is not the same between the 
present application, its parent Application No. 09/746,392 now abandoned, and US 
6,321 ,984B1. However, corrections of inventorship have been processed adding Mr. 
Nicholson as an inventor to both US 6,321,984 and application no. 09/746,392, thus 
making the inventive entity the same. Applicant previously submitted a copy of the 
decision adding Mr. Nicholson to 09/746,392 (the parent of this divisional 
application). Examiner Janvier pointed out that this decision was not signed by 
Examiner Jared J. Furman. 

The Applicant contacted Examiner Furman, and Examiner Furman issued a 
signed copy of the decision and forwarded the file to OIPE for issuance of a corrected 
filing receipt and updating of PALM data. A copy of the signed decision is enclosed. 
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The certificate of correction adding Mr. Nicholson to US 6,321,984 has not yet 
issued because the PTO lost the petition, the Applicant re-filed it, and the PTO lost it 
again. In May 2005, after consulting with the Office of Petitions and Technology 
Center 2800, the Applicant faxed the petition directly to Examiner Thien M. Le, the 
Examiner responsible for US 6,321,984. In a telephone call with Examiner Le on 
August 2, 2005, he stated that he could discuss this case with Examiner Janvier and 
verify that the Certificate of Correction is being issued. Examiner Le can be reached 
at 571-272-2396. 

Thus, the inventive entity is the same for the present application, its parent 
Application No. 09/746,392, and US 6,321, 984B1. Therefore, US 6,321,984 cannot 
be used as prior art, and the withdrawal of the rejection and the allowance of claims 
26-30, 33-35, 40, and 42 are respectfully requested. 



For all the above reasons, the Applicant respectfully requests the allowance of 
claims 26-30, 33-35, 40, and 42, and the passing of this application to issue. 



Date: August 10, 2005 

Steven W. Smith 
Attorney at Law 
7237 Birchwood Drive 
Dallas, TX 75240-3609 

Tel.: 972-583-1572 
Fax: 972-583-7864 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Steven W. Smith 
Registration No. 36,684 
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